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BRITISH NOT ONLY HOLDING LINES,
" BUT ARE HITTING BACK AT ENEMY;
FOCH HURRIES UP FRENCH TROOPS

Huns Ge.t Neuve
Eglise at Cost of
Terrible Losses.

FOE HURLED BACK
IN SEVEN ATTACKS

Americans in Brilliant Battle
Win Admiration of the
French.

By the Associated Press.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE, April 15—The battle about
Neuve Eglise, near the Belgian border,
whish has been retaken by the Germans,
continued to rage this morning with
the same intensity that has marked it
for days, and the British are pounding
the Germans hard.

Another assault on Bailleul, four miles
west of Neuve Eglise, is expected

momentarily.
British Improve Positions.
The latest reports this forenoon

showed that the British line was being
strongly held as a whole in this north-
ern sone, and in some instances had
been considerably improved by counter
strokes. :

The British last evening followed up
their success of Saturday, when they
pushed the Germans back from Robecqg,
on the Clarence river. Local counter
attacks delivered on the German posi-
tions 3,000 yards to the east of this
town were ful and
the enemy again was forced to fall
back somewhat.

The British in the course of the after-
noon also pushed out several posis
north of the canal between the Lawe
and Clarence rivers.

These operations indicate that the de-
fense of the entente allied troops has
stiffened.

Battle a Hard One.

The }tﬂt which has been raging

about

‘euve Eglise has been one of

the most sanguinary since the German
On Friday night the

Germans succeeded after heavy hand-
to-hand fighting in gaining possession
of the town. They held it through the
night, but on Saturday morning the
British drove forward and pushed out

the smemy.

The Germans continued to fling great
numbers of troops against the de-
fenses. Yesterday the British took the
the Germans

from the slopes to the east and south-
east of the town. The enemy kept on
hammering and after a night of severe
fighting at close quarters forced the
British to abandon the village.

Reports Loss of Neuve Eglise.

LONDON, April 15.—Seven attacks by
the Germans in the Merville sector of the
northern battle front have been repulsed
by the British, who inflicted heavy losses
on the my, it is & d officially.

The British have lost Neuve Eglise.

Southwest of Bailleul the Germans tem-
porarily penetrated the British positions,
but were driven out by a counter attack.

Text of British Statement.

The statement follows:

“Severe fighting conuﬁued all day
yesterday around Neuve Eglise. After
beating off numercus atacks our trooaa
were in the end compelled to withdraw
& second time from the village.

“Strong attacks were made by the en-
emy yesterday afterncoon at a number
of other points on the batle front. North-
wesnt of Merville flerce fighting took place
as a result of which the attacking ger-
man infantry was driven back with great
loss. The hostile infantry advancing along
the northern bank of the Lys was caught
by the force of our artillery and was
unable to develop its attack.

Seven Attacks Repulsed.

“In the course of the day no less than
seven attacks were delivered by the en-
emy In the Merville sectors, all of
which were repulsed with heavy loss to
his troops. In one case the enemy ad-
varneed to the assault in five waves.
Under the weight of this attack our
line was bent back slightly, but was
completely restored by a counter at-
tack.

“Bouthwest of Bailleul parties of the
enemy succeeded temporarily in pene-
trating our positions, but were driven
out by our counter attack and our line
was restored.

“Succeasful minor operations were
carried out by us during the night east
of Robecq. Beveral machine guns and
150 prisoners were captured by us.

“Fighting took place also early this
morning south of the Somme in the
neighborhood of Hangard. Our position
in this sector has been Improved and a
number of prisoners have been taken.
The hostile artillery was active last
night in the neighborhod of Bucquoly.”

French in Buccessful Raid.

~ PARIS, April 15.—On the front above
Montdidier the French made a success-
ful lecal attack last night, taking pris-
.onera, the war office announces.
.~ The statement follows:
“In the region of Hangard the French
carried out a local operation with com-
success and took ten prisoners.
April 12 we have taken 150 prison-
ers in this sector.
“Between Montdidier and Noyon and
. in the Champagne south of Mont Tetu
wa carried out several raids and brought
back prisoners. A German effort north
of the Chemin-des-Demes, southeast of
Corbeny, was without success. There
were intermittent bombardments at
several points on the front.”

in Brilliant Fight.

pletely

ldiers | Btone, the bill would have been taken

Day’s Progress
in Big Battle

The British lines on the Lys front,
near the Franco-Belglan border, are
holding well against the terriflc drives
which the Germans are continuing to
make upon them.

All around the sweeping seml-circle
created by the enemy attacks to the
southwest of the Messines ridge posi- |
tions he was fought to a standstill yes- :
terday and last night, and in some
localities the British positions
improved by counter strokes.

At only one point did the defense give
way In the least. This was at Neuve
Eglise, on the extreme lower edge of the
Messines spur, where the British finally
withdrew from the village after beating
off attack after attack. 14,

British Back at Them.

The probabilities seemy to be that the
German tenure of even this small bit of
ground will be a short-lived one. The
village has changed hands repeatedly dur-
ing the fighting of the last few days and
the British were once before definitely out
of it, only to recapture it in a counter
attack. This morning the British again
were back at the Germans here and were
reported to be giving them a hard pound-
ing.

Large results hinged on the battle
further within the salient in the Mer-
ville sector, where the Germans have
effected their furthest western pene-
tration. They are pushing here for Has-
brouck, occupation of which would cut
off important railway connections of
the PBritish and make the holding of
the line to the northeast extremely dif-
ficult.

were

Fail in Seven Attacks.

The Germans displayed their appre-
ciation of this by attacking no leas than
seven times in the Merville reglon, the
desperation of their attack being evi-
denced by the fact that one assault was
carried out by troops in five waves.

This was the only attack that bent
the British lines in the slightest, and
the position bere was speedily re-
stored in its entirety by a counter at-
tack. =

The Germans similarly have been
foiled in the efforts to push In further
in the Bailleul region and this impor-
tant town is still in British hands.

Far to the southwest on the Lys
front they have failed likewise in their
attempt to drive in back of Bethune.
The British in local operatigns hére
have advanced their lines and pushed
the enemy back from the Clarence
river. They took 150« prisoners and
some machine guns in one of these
operations.

—

the correspondent through the French
army shows that at 4:30 o'clock in the
morning, after & short and severe bom-
bardment, 500 Germans, troops selected
from an entire division, made an as-
sault and attempted to occupy a first-
line trench.

Small bodies of French troops which
formed the advance posts resisted the
enemy until their ammunjtion was ex-
hausted. Then they retired to obtain
supplies, after which they returned to
the fight.

The French commander immediately
organized a counter attack In which
American troops joined, and after fierce
fighting ejected the enemy. The ground
was strewn with the German dead, and
the allies took a number of prisoners.

Shortly afterward on the same day
suspiclous enemy movements were ob-
served in that vicinity. Groups of Ger-
mans were seen to be creeping into the
first line of the American position,
which had voluntarily been left unocecu-
pled. American soldiers dashed forward
from the support line and engaged in
grenade fighting and hand-to-hand en-
counters, in the course of which they
displayed wonderful dagh and coolness.
French troops nearby watched admir-
ingly the progress of the Americans,
who, after a severe engagement, re-
pulged the Germans. The enemy suf-
fered heavy casualties and left behind
twenty-four prisoners.

'LUMP SUM’ WORKERS
WILL GET 120 RAISE

Senate Committee to Strike Ont
Amendment Which Gave Them
No Relief.

The Senate committee amendment fo
the legislative, executive and judicial
appropriation bill which would elimi-
nate from the benefiga of the $120 in-
crease for government employes car-
ried in the bill those employes paid
from lump sum appropriations will be
stricken from the bill on motion of the
committee itself, it was learned today

A meeting of the committee 5 to be
held tomorrow morning, when this and
other points will be discussed in con-
nectlon with the legislative bill. Mem-
bers of the committee have become
convinced that it was a mistake to take
away from employes paid from lump
sum appropriations the right to the

$120 a year increase in pay. A large
number of government employes are

d in that way. The senators, on re-
ection, have decided the ployes
are just as much entitled to an in-
crease as others whose galaries are
specified by law.

It is possible there may be some modi-
fication, however, which will provide
.?.lnat increases to lump sum employes
who have been started at high salaries
or whose salaries have recently been
raised. 7

It is Senator Martin's plan to take up
the legislative bill tomorrow and put it
through in a single day, if possible. Had
it not bsen for the death of Benator

the Benate. =
stricken from

| from Chile for distribution to American

Foch Puts French on

Flanders Line in

Big Struggle.

NEW POWER IN
UNITED COMMAND

Advantages of Change
Seen in Blocking of
Enemy's Plans.

BY PAUL SCOTT MOWRER.

Cablegram to The Evening Star and
Chicngo Dnaily Newns, Copyright, 1918.

PARIS, April 15.—French reinforce-
ments are arriving in Flanders. Not onl¥
unity of command has been realized, but
something wvery like complete amalgama-
tion of the allied forces on thia front.
The news is momentous and should dis-
turb the enemy considerably, for it proves
that it will bs unable io destroy the Brit-
ish army without also destroying the
French, and vice versa. English bravery
and French skill can safely be counted
upon to keep the Germans from the sea,
despite Teuton power and perseverance.

1,590,000 Huns in Battle.

Field Marshal Haig announced the
other day that 106 German divisions had
thus far participated in the offensive.
Estimating each division at 15,000 men,
a total of 1,590,000 Germans alone have
been Eng:god. making this easily the
greatest battle in the history of the world.
In Flanders, where the enemy attacked
with some thirty divisions, he ded
in advancing fifteen kilometers (nine
milea) in four davs

But whereas on March 21, according
to the British communique, the enemy
actually broke the British front north
of Chauny, he has failed to do so in
Flanders, merely making a deep in-
dentation. Moreover, in the last two
daya the attacks in Flanders seem
definitely to have been checked by the
British. In other words, the news from
the battle front is relatively good and
inspires confidence.

French Attack Local.

Saturday's French attack and gain of
1,200 yards at Orvillers-Sorel should be
considered purely as local, and intended
to better the French positions at that
point.

American parents, who ma
be inclined te worry about {het;gs::::la’.
will be interested to hear that there is
thus far no indication that American
troops have actually been engaged in
the great battle {tself, although some
ﬁ:}?erlcsn ;el;l!orlc%ments should by now

e ‘reached within =
of the battlefleld. R distance

WONER'S WAGEBL.
HEARNG TOMORROW

Social Workers and Economists to
Appear in Behalf of D. C.
Children as Well.

Prominent social workers and econ-
omists will appear tomorrow at a hear-
ing before a subcommittee of the House
District committee in the caucus room
uf. .the House office building on the
minimum wage bill for women and
children in the District of Columbia.

Representative Hilliard of Colorado
will preside at the hearing. Repre-
sentative Keating of Colorado, a mem-
ber of the labor group in the House,
has redrafted his bill, which will be
the subject of the hearing.

The Senate District committee has
arranged for a similar hearing on
t\:ileldnf“iay dn'lOl"l'lillE, when the same

, fathered by Senator Trammell of
Florida, will be offered.

Mra. Florence Kelley, general secre-
tary of the Nationa] Consumers’ League,
will be in chaarge of the witnesses at
both hearings.

Interesting testimony is promlsea
when Miss Mary O'Sullivan, speaking
from practical experience, will discuss
problems which have to be met by
Washington salea girla who receive $7
a week. Those arranging the hearing
says that a number of Washington girls
employed In local trades and industries
will narrate their first-hand experiences.
Mrs. Newton D, Baker, wife of the Sec-
retary of War, will be one of the principal
witnesses, Dr. John A. Ryap, a noted mo-
ciologlst at the Cathollc University, and
Miss Julig~C. Lathrop, head of the child-
ren's bureau P the Labor Department, are
also on the program. H. M. McLarin,
president of the Federation of Federal
Employes, will speak in behalf of the
legislation from the viewpoint of gov-
ernment workers. Z

TO GET STATE FOOD SUPPORT.

Department Heads Here Meet Agri-

culture Commissioners.
Officials of the Natfonal Association
of State Commissioners of Agricultre
conferred today with Secretaries Hous-
ton and Wilson and the food adminia-
tration In an effort to bring the agri-
cultural forces of the states into closer

working contact with the federal gov-
ernment. Ways and means of obtain-
ing’ a maximum agricultural produc-
tion and distribution also were dis-
cussed.

University in France for U. S. Boys.
NEW YORK, April 15.—Establishment
of & "unlversity” in France for the
American expeditionary force, with
class rooms in the 600 Young Men's

Christlan Association huts along the

French front, has been begun wi the

sanction of Gen. John J. Pershing, ac-

.t:pordtl}?‘ to tl}n arlmouncement made here
v # national war work co

the Y. M. C. A. SRRt

Chilean Nitrate Delayed by War.

Unexpected war demands for shipping
has prevented the Department of Agri-
culture from carrying out its original
schedule of Importations of nitrate

_portance;
Expedite its

10 PUSH HOLSIG BIL

Senator Swanson to Submit Commit-
tee’s Report on $60,000,000 Ap:
propriation Tomorrow.

\

Senator Swanson, chairman of the pub-
lic buildings and grounds commiittee, in
charge of the $60,000,000 housing bill with
$10,000,000 to be expended in the District
of Columbia, may seek to have the biil
considered by the Senate as soon as the
legislative appropriation bill has been
disposed of, which probably will be
tomorrow.

The great nesd of increased housing
facilities not only to meet the incoming
thousands of government employes in the
National Capital, but also to house em-
ployes at ‘munition plants, arsepals and
navy makes the Bill of prime im-

everything i= being done to
consideration. The report on
the bill, was Baturday,
will be submitted tomorrow, since the

Senate tloday transacted no business,
owing to the death of Benator Stbne.

ARRIVES AT PACIFIC PORT
ON WAY TO HIS POST HERE

Viecount Ishil Says Any Japanese
Occupation of Siberia Would Be
in Interest of Allies.

A PACIFIC PORT, April 15.—Vis-
count Ishii, Japanese ambassador to the
United Btates, succeeding Ambassador
Sato, arrived here today en route to
Washington. Discussing suggested
Japanese activities in Siberia, Ambas-
sador Ishii said that if the imperial
Japanese government deemed necessary
to undertake the sending of a mili-
tary expedition into Biberia, such in-
tention would be for the benefit of the
entente allies, and not for Japan. He
declared any suggestion of a Japanese-
German alliance to be absurd.

“Germany may establish bases in
Pacific waters by a euccessful drive
through Siberla,” said Ambassador
Ishil. "“In this event,”” he continued,
“It would be up to Japan to sweep them
away. We cannot guarantee that Japan
could do this, but we would try our
best, and we must not relax our vigl-
lance."”

He admlitted that there was a possi-
bility of Germany gaining a foothold
in the Pacific by successful operations
in Siberia. Ambassador Ishii would
not discuss the landing of Japanege
troops at Vladivostok.

Rosenwald Given Cup for Jewish Aid

NEW YORK, April 15—A gold cup
made in England in 1792 was presented
here yesterday to Julius Rosenwald of
Chicago, in recognition of the con-
tribution by him and Mrs. Rosenwald
of $1,000,000) to the recent drive for a
ten-million-dollar Jewish war fund. In
making the presentation, Jacob H.

Schiff said that a cup of English make
was chosen as an expression of the
appreciation of American Jews for
what England had done for them.

Dr. Jowett Heeds Britain's Call.

NEW YORK, April 15.—Rev. Dr.
John H. Jowett, pastor of the Fifth
Avenue Presbyterian Church since

1911, and known {internationally as a
clergyman, took formal leave of his
congregation Yyesterday, announcing
that he was returninggto England, his
native land, “on the cl®r call of duty.”

“My countrymen have done me the
honor of believing that 1 can help to
feed and sustain their spirits, and that
my ministry may be fitted to give them
cheer and vision and inspiration. I an-
swer their call and I go to do my best.”

ALLIES NOW CONFRONT PERIL

AS GRAVE AS

IN AMIENS CRISIS

Germans Pierce Center of British Second
Army and Are Creating Gap Between
First and Third Armies.

BY FRANK H. SIMONDS.
We have reached the second great crisis of the German offensive
—a crisis at least as grave as the first. Some time within the next

few hours the question will have

to be settled whether the British

are to abandon the whole of the famous Ypres salient and fall back

upon a new line between Dunkirk

and Calais, or the French reserves

will arrive in time to pin down the German advance on the eastern

side of the Ypres river.

If the Qermans get Hasbrouck, snd|ly Havl €5 order a wide !:ilﬁx'mt re-

they are now within half a dozen miles |
from that town, the Britlsh will almost

inevitably have to make a retreat on
a very wide front. The loss of Bailleul,

which the Germans are approaching, to

will be only a little less serious. Final-
J¥, the German advance also carries a
great menace to all the British positions
from the Lys down to the Somme in
front of Amiens.

Terms of New Problem Simple.

The terms of the new problem are ex-

ceedingly simple, but none the less dis-
turging. Three waeks ago ‘the Germans
smashed the Britlsh 5th Army, opened
a wide gap between the British and
French armies, and still another gap
between the British 6th and 3d armies
and pushed forward into these gaps.
From March 21 to March 26 the greatl
danger was that the British and French
would not be able to join hands around
the break and stop the German before
he got Amiens and permanently sepa-
rated the two allles. Today the German
iz breaking a gap between the British
1st and 3d armies by driving in the 2d
Army, and Hasbrouck has now the
value of Amiens on the other occasion.

What has happened Is just this
The Germans have plerced the center
of the British 2d Army, commanded
by Gen. Horne, I belleve. They have
pushed this army back upon a broad
front by thrusting through its center,
and the result has been the creation of
a steadily widening gap between the
British 3d Army at Arras and the 1st
Army at Ypres, Between these two
armies there is now & very deep curve
tnward in the British line from
Givenchy, above Arras, to Messines,
below Yprea, The German front, which
fs still advancing, i8 many milles west
of both these towms, and communica-
tion between the two armies is becom-
ing more and more difficult.

Second Army Slowly Yields.

In other words, the British 2@ Army
ts slowly glving way under the ter-

rific pressure, not in confuslon and ap-
proximate rout, as did the 5th Army,
but it shows signs of being ground to
pieces under the weight of superior
numhbers. The yielding of this army is
beginning to imperil the communlica-
tions of the Ypres army to the north
and of the Arras army te the south.
1'nless reserves arrive in time there
{s now grave danger that the British
a4 Army will collapse, and If this
should take place a retreat from the
north would be inevitable, and the
evacuation of all the Arras positions,
including the Vimy ridge and Hill No.
70. might follow. ;
Halg has now two Very grave anxie-
tles, First, he must parry the threat
which might produce a break in his
whole front like that which took place
three weeks ago. Such a break would
compel a retirement of his whole army
from the Somme to the sea toward the
coast. Becond, he must stop the Ger-

man advance in front of his second|[F

army before it reaches the rallroads
and highways which are the life lines
of the Ypres sallent—and the German
1s getting very close to these roads and
railways at Bailleul and Hazebrouck.
If he does not prevent the first there
will be the possibility of a major dis-
aster and the separation of his forces
into two great groups. If he does not
prevent the second he will very quick-

The Americans’ First Victory

vivid story of that fight.

in
committe farmers. The department has -
called Borland eight-houk | nou hmnur,.m to 'u::!.

today on page 14

Herbert Corey, The Star’s veteran war corre-
spondent, from the bullet-swept front-line trench,
saw American troops go over the top in their first
attack on the boche and watched them come back
victorious about an hour later.

will be published in three installments, beginning

He has written a
Because of its length, it

d ‘q?::h T

er e famous fighti unds in
the corner of Belgium vsglc%m still re-
main to King Albert.

In sum, then, the Germans are now
threatening to accomplish with respect
the Belgian and firat British armies
what they almost sccomplished with
respect to the French and British
armies along the Somme. A deep and
dangerous wedge has been driven In
the British second army—the army
which is the link binding the British
and French forces in France with the
British and Belgian troops in Flanders.
Unless the German thrust is parried
before Hazebrouck, as it was checked
before Amiens, Halg must consent to
the greatest retreat that the allies have
made on the western front since the
days beii'tl:rlred the Mlarne, and the Ger-
mMANS W raw close to both Calals
and Dunkirk.

in eamctly the same way the wedge
which the Germans are driving In norfh
of Arras is making the position of the
British before Arras more difficult.
Bouth of Arras the Germans have
driven a deep wedge almost to Amiens;
north of Arras they are now driving a
second wedge, and Arras s becoming a
more and more pronounced sallent Ir
this process should be continued for
any length of time the Britlsh might
have to retire far west of Arras and
abandon all the positions for which
they have pald so much in biood and
ﬁﬂﬁﬂ in the past three years and a

alf.

On the other hand, it is essential to
recognize that all the values in the pres-
ent campaign are different from those of
every campalign since the Marne. Now, as
then, the German s seeking a decision,
not a gain of ground. The British are
in the position of the French before the
Marne. Then Joffre, heving suffered early
retreats and facing an overwhelming con-
centration of German troops on his west-
ern flank, retreated steadily until he
could re-arrange his armies and until the
force of the German blow had spent itself
and the moment arrived for a counter-
offensive. When that moment arrived he
struck and won the Marne, but before it
arrived he had temporaily abandoned all
of northern France to the invader.

Foch and Haig are necessarily em-
ploying the same atrategy. Under the
terrific force of the German blows, they
are ylelding. Thelr supreme purpose is
to keep their frpont and their armies in-
tact and their reserves unexhausted until
the hour arrives for the counter offensive.
In this time they run the obvious danger
of disaster, just as Joffre did. At Amilens
three weeks ago today they were facing
a terrible posesibility. Now they are con-
fronting a peril no less grave. Amiens was
saved by the arrival of French reserves.
Today other French reserves are rush-
ing up to Hazebrouck, and upon' their
celerity and upon the obstinacy of the
British\armies depends the fate of the
Ypres sallent.

It would be idle at this time to at-
tempt to minimize the gravity of the
situation, but it is well to recall that the
crises of the Marne, and, more recently,
of Amiens were met and passed success.-
fully by the allies. The situation todav
not more serfous than that which
Joffre passed in the first days of Septem-
ber, 1914. The solution of that crisis
was the victory of the Marne. The very
intensity and fury of the German's at-
tack now Indicates that It cannot go on
long at the present pace. He has used
115 divisions on the western front. He
never had over 190, and at least sixty-
five were needed to hold the line from
Switzerland to the sea. Seventy-five
divisions have been withdrawn because
of losses, and it is certain that the re-
maining reserve of fresh troops cannot be
over ten divisions; while the allies on
their side have not yet made any great
call upon their reserves. Therefore, the
%9';_' to strike back must still He with

'oc!

Concelvably we shall see a third Ger-
man blow. Possibly a complets check
before Ballleul and will
mark the endl of the stupendous German
offensive. On the other hand, the fall of
Bailleul and Hazebrouck must have
consequences which are not to be mis-
taken, the least of which would be the
evacuation of the Ypres front and the
greatest of which might be a general re-
tirement of the whole British line north
of Amiens toward the channel. . The fate
of the present British front at least de-
pends on the rapidity with which the
thrust toward Hasebrouck and Bailleul

surren- | #

'an investigation by the French author-

URGE THE MEASURE
FOR MINIMUM WAGE

D. C. Commissioners Favor-
ably Report Bill to Benefit
Women and Minors.

CITE NEED OF LEGISLATION

With the statement that the legisla-
tion proposed particularly is needed at
the present time, the Commissioners to-
day sent to Congress a favorable report
on the bill to protect the lives, health
and morals of woman and minor work-
ers in the District through the estab-
lishment of & minimum wage board.

Stripped of its legal phraseology, this
bill. the Commissioners point out,
merely provides a method whereby an
impartial board can determine from
time to time what constitutes a wWage
adequate for the support of a wWoman
in such & way as to maintain her In
health and to provide reasonable wtam-
ina against moral temptation; what
are suitable wages for childrem lesa
than esighteen years of age, and how
the employment of women and mainors
at Inadequate wages may be prevented.

Government action to the ends nam-
ed 1s in accordance with sound eco-
nomic policy, the Commisaloners say.

Effect of Inadequate Pay.

Discussing the effect of Inadequate
pay, they say:
“If in some cases resort bé had to

unlawful or immoral methods for sup-
plementing Income, it {8 small wonder;
the only wonder Is such resort is not
had more frequently. Embezzlement,
theft or moral irregularities may af-
ford relief, and do In some instances,
but the social efficiency of the indi-
vidual and of the entire soclal fabric
suffers. And in the end the public In-
evitably pays the cost in the diminish-
ed productiveness of the state, in in-
creased cost of production, and In in-
creased cost of maintenance of hospi-
tals, asylums and jails.”™

Continuing, the report states that re-
cent increases in the cost of living and
the need of an Immedlate readjustment
of the wage scale to meet such in-
creases demand favorable action on the
bill with as little delay as possible.

No Basis for Opposition.

“A careful study of the situation falls
to reveal any reasonable basis for op-

position to this proposed legislation,”
says the repert. “Certainly the publle
will benefit by it, gince it will tend to
procure for the public better service,
to increase production and to diminish
cost and to saf public health and

the will

‘benefit is so apparent as to
comment. And a careful the
that it can do mno

CIERNIN RESGNS, 1
PROBABLY UNDRR
BERIN PRESSRE

Vienna Dispatch Says He M
on Learning of Emperor “-:
Charles’ Letter.. . .

SOUGHT PARLEY WITH 3
U. S. LAST JANUARY:

Active in Moves to End Comfiist:
But Allies Looked on Him -

With Suspicion.
By the Associated Press.
nin, the Austro-Hungarian foreign mile;
Vienna, has resigned. T

nation and intrusted Count

his successor is appointed. 3
According to a dispatch from Vienna 8.

Czernin did not know of Emperor
letter to Prince Bixtus when he *
the statement that France had initintell
the conversations with Austria. On leafils

tnlmuﬂtmuhou‘nﬂnhm*
the conclusion of the peace agreempnt
with Rumania. y -
An official statement recelved hers h
day from Vienna asserts that the lsbh
est statements of the Freach p d
M Cl ning the oc
sations between Austria and
regarding the possibility of
peace negotiantions do not alter th
uation as regards the majority of C
Czernin's declarations. The 1ot
foreign ministry, the statement
unable to ascertain who was
ble for delivering to the Fremch
Is said to have been a forged
substituted for the letter which
have been delivered. Neither
Sixtus, whose character is beyond S
picion, nor any one else is accused s
falsification, continues the stat
which concludes: “The affair is
with declared to be at an end.”

.

harin to ployer, and will, in fxch
react to his benefit. ¥
“Cértainly no respectable employer in
the District of Columbia willingly em-
ploys women and children at
that endanger their health and their
morals; If he employs women and chil-
dren at inadequate wages, it is be-
cause he is ignorant of that fact and
hss no means of determining the nec-
essary wage. It follows, then, that such
employers will welcome legislatio t
will enable them to determine what
fair and to do justice toward their em-
ployed. The fact that the proposed de-
termination is made by official author-
ity and bears with™equal force upon all
employers in the District of Columbia
will tend to remove that element of
unfair competition that wounld resuit
were such determination made through
private and limited agencies.

Need Not Incur Loss.

“Moveover, no employer can be re-
quired under t proposed law to em-
ploy 2 woman or & child at a loss to him-
pelf. On the one hand, if the woman or
child be not worth the minimum .
she or he need not ordinarly be ‘given
employment. On the other hand, if the
exigencles of any particular business and
the state of the labor market at any
particular time require the employment
of a woman or child at wages In excess
of her or his productive capacity, then
the employer can prevent any loss on his
part by increasing the selling price of
his product or his services.

“Finally, If the number of women and
children who fail to find employment
because of their inability to render serv-
fce worth even the minilmum wage be
gufficiently large to disturb the Ilabor
market, or to cause hardship to them
or to their families, then there will be
a forcible and a very righteous demand
for such a readjustment of our edu-
cational system as will give to every one
a chance to equip herself or himself in
the public schools to do some useful
work that will enable him or her to
earn at least the minimum or living

wage.""
SWOBODA TO BE IMPRISONED.

Must Also Pay Fine and Be Exclud-

ed From Switzerland.

GENEVA, April 14—The federal
penal tribunal has condemned Ray-
mond Swoboda, who claimed American
citizenship when arrested last winter
in Switzerland on an espionage charge,
to ten months' imprisonment, payment
of a fine of 2,500 francs and two years'
excluslon from the country.

Swoboda, who was arrested In Paris
in March, 1915, on the charge of hav-
ing set fire to the French liner La
Touraine, but later was released, when

{ttes falled to substantiate the charge,
went to Switzerland on his expulsion
from France. After his arrest by the
Zurich police In June of last year, it
was announced h® had been identified
as a native of Hungary, whose real
name was Geschwindt. He was re-
leased on bail, but was re-arrested in
Geneva last February, when he was
said to have been identified as a Ger-
man officer.

3

Get Ready for Skip-Stop Plan.

Beginning next Sunday the
“gkip-stop™ system will be placed
in operation on all the street car
lines in Washington. It will save
you the embarrassment and
chagrin of seeing a strest car
rush by you on the corner if you
familiarize yourself with the
stopping places of the car line
Jou use from home to work.

The Star begins goday the pub-
lication of the schedules of the
different lines, and will continue
to do so until all the stopping
places on all the liffes have been
announced. 13

Bee page
Look up your home and your
corners.
It will save your temper and

Causes of Resignation.

The recent publication by the
government of the futile peace
sent out by Emperor Charles of &
tria-Hungary in March, 1917, and
efforts of the emperor and the A
Hungarian foreign office to explain
letter to the satisfaction of G
and the German emperor, D
were the most potent influence
ing about the resignation of C
Cxzernin.

Since he was appointed foreign
ister on December 23, 1916, In sue
sion to Baron Burian, Count G
has been active In att ting to b
about peace and the rate tong
his speeches has been In P
trast with that of the German cl
lories and the forelgn ]
ever, his participation in the fa
peace upon Russia as well as that
Rumania did not show that his !
kept step with his words.

Sought Parley With U. 8.
In the “peace offensive™ of the
year Count Csernin in the
ichsrath on Ja y 16
exchange of views between
Hungary and the United States. He
nounced also that Austria based’
negotiations with Russia on the pol
of no annexations or indemnities, b
there always was some doubt whethéP

his pacifist maneuvers were honest &F
were inspired by Berlin in an ME‘
bring about a split among the en
allies.
Count Czernin on April 4, In
dress at Vienna, decjared that
Clemenceau had sought peace n
tions with Austria. The French p
replied that Count Czernin lied.
French and Austrian foreign offices
issued etatements explaining the
official negotiations in Switserland.iZ
Early last week the Franch go et
ment declared that Emperor Cha 2
and Count Czernin both had said that
the claim of France to Alsace-Lo
was just. This brought a denial fi
Emperor Charles in the form of a &
gram to Emperer William, to whom
reiterated his loyalty to the G
cause and denied that he had
France was justified in wanting A
Lorraine returned.
This immediately brought from ¢
French government the publication &
a letter from Emperor Charles to Mis
brother-in-law, Prince Sixtus of
bon, which was autographed and
the emperor asked be given to Pp i
dent Poincare. In the letter ths W«
peror said that France should
Alsace-Lorraine and that Belgium
Serbia should be restored. He &
asked that London and Paris be felt g
to probable peace terms.

German Press Attacks -

German mnewspapers have a
both Emperor Charles and his
secretary because of this letter,
temptls have been made to show th
was not written by the emperor,
has been reported in Vienna that t
was no attempt to hide its .

ticity, but that the French version ]
garbled. It has also been reported th
the letter was written By the )
mother-in-law.

—

help the car service.

N -

AMSTERDAM, April 15—Count Ctiey :
ister, according to a dispatch M
Emperor Charles accepted the sg %
with the conduct of foreign tﬁnﬂ ;

lokal Anzeiger of Berlin, i-g

ing of the letter he resignpd, mn‘“




